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Chair’s 
report
On behalf of the members of Peel 
Alliance, I am pleased to present an 
overview of projects and initiatives 
that, with State Government 
support, will bring significant 
benefit to the Peel Region.

The effects of COVID-19 globally 
are unprecedented and are likely 
to impact our community for many 
years to come. The pandemic has 
magnified the challenges that 
already exist in our region – access to 
services, resilience of the economy, 
underemployment, and lack of 
investment in the protection of our 
fragile waterways and environment.

Our members are the leadership 
representatives from the five Peel 
Councils of Mandurah, Murray, 
Serpentine Jarrahdale, Waroona 

and Boddington, together with the 
Peel-Harvey Catchment Council, Peel 
Community Development Group and 
Regional Development Australia Peel. 
We have worked collaboratively to 
develop this program of initiatives 
to address the specific challenges 
in Peel through a strong focus on:

• Job creation and diversification;
• Supporting our community;
• Protecting our waterways 

and leveraging the beauty of 
our natural environment;

• Understanding the infrastructure 
and services our rapidly growing 
population requires; and

• Supporting primary 
production and agriculture.

As we head towards a state election 
in March 2021, we look forward to 
working with all candidates to ensure 
investment is made in the areas most 
critical to our regional success.

Rhys Williams
Chair, Peel Alliance
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About Peel 
Alliance
In 2010, elected and appointed 
leaders of key organisations and Local 
Governments from across the Peel 
came together in recognition that 
Mandurah and the wider Peel Region 
had been experiencing unprecedented 
growth, but this was not being 
matched by economic outcomes, nor 
was it being matched by State and 
Federal Government infrastructure 
and service provision funding.

From 2010 until 2018, this 
collaborative effort was known 
as Peel Regional Leaders Forum 
(PRLF). In 2018, a review of 
operations saw PRLF recognise its 
shortcomings and develop a bold 
new model based on the three 
important pillars of our region’s 
future: economic development, 
community and social services, and 
the environment. To reflect its bold 
new approach to delivering solutions 
for the Region, PRLF also reviewed 
its name and branding, and is now 
proudly known as Peel Alliance.

Peel Alliance comprises the five Peel 
Region councils of Mandurah, Murray, 
Serpentine Jarrahdale, Waroona and 
Boddington, together with Regional 
Development Australia (RDA) Peel, the 
Peel-Harvey Catchment Council (PHCC) 
and the Peel Community Development 
Group (PCDG). The Peel Development 
Commission (PDC) fully supports Peel 
Alliance and its strategic priorities plan.

The Alliance is based on identifying 
the issues that are a threat 
to the Peel’s regional status 
and identity, recognising that 
the organisation must show 
leadership on these issues and bring 
the community together to work 
collaboratively for the Peel’s future.

Under the new pillar-based 
model, organisations from each of 
the areas are brought together to 
discuss their plans, initiatives and 
projects, and develop them further. 
The opportunity to collaborate 
with like-minded organisations and 

have their proposals considered 
and prioritised is critical to developing 
the region into the future.

The main roles of Peel 
Alliance are to:

• Advocate for priority 
initiatives and projects;

• Advocate for the resolution 
of regional issues;

• Support other initiatives and 
projects that benefit the region.

The Peel Region faces numerous 
challenges, including rapid population 
growth, an ageing population, 
limited education outcomes, high 
unemployment, lack of industry 
diversity, and environmental decline.
Peel Alliance advocated projects 
seek to respond to the region’s 
challenges, and ensure the Peel 
Region’s sustainability for current 
and future generations.
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About Peel

The Peel region lies immediately 
south of Perth and is bordered by 
the Darling Scarp in the East and the 
Indian Ocean in the West. The majority 
of the internationally significant 
Peel-Harvey Catchment is contained 
within its boundaries. These physical 
features and their unique ecosystems 
are protected passionately by 
communities and provide the 
foundation for the enviable lifestyle 
enjoyed by residents and visitors. 
It comprises five local government 
areas (Boddington, Mandurah,
Murray, Serpentine Jarrahdale 
and Waroona).

Communities within the region 
have been connected from soon 
after European settlement, with 
forestry responsible for establishing 
and connecting these communities 
through road, rail and social networks. 
This connection has continued 
through to the present day with strong 
social, arts, cultural and sporting ties 
existing between the Peel’s towns.

The Peel region is characterised 
by having its administrative 
centre of Mandurah connecting 
Government and other services 
to the rest of the region and 
Mandurah being the location for the 
majority of regional level events.
Although a small area of the Peel 
region is subject to peri-urbanisation 
due to long term high population 
growth, it has a low population 
density and a very low urban 
footprint of developed land. Large 
areas of land are subject to mining 
lease and operations, agricultural 
production and vacant Crown Land.
The population of Peel region is 
characterised by being older, less 
qualified and lower paid than 

that in Perth. The local economy 
has a much higher than average 
proportion of small non-employing 
businesses that have a turnover 
averaging almost 50% less than 
those in the metropolitan area.

The Peel’s industries are dominated by 
mining, agriculture, and construction, 
with a growing health and community 
services sector catering to a growing 
and ageing population and a well 
established and rapidly expanding 
equine industry. The Peel region 
currently has a very narrow and 
unsophisticated industry base.
The region’s economic future will 
be based on the development 
of industry around innovative 
agriculture (Transform Peel) and 
tourism, particularly business, nature 
based and adventure tourism, and 
creating unique indigenous based 
tourism experienced. The region 
recognises the importance of 
developing an educated and highly 
skilled workforce with the capacity 
and capability to flexibly respond to 
meet requirements for future jobs.
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Shire of Boddington
Shire of Waroona

Shire of Murray

Shire of 
Serpentine Jarrahdale

City of
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Peel
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The Peel Region is growing rapidly 
with a growth rate of 2% during 
2018/19. Mandurah is the Peel 
Region’s largest local government 
area by population, and with a 
current population of 86,474, is also 
Western Australia’s 11th largest 
local government area. Serpentine-
Jarrahdale is currently Western 
Australia’s fastest growing local 
government area in percentage terms, 

LGA 
Code

Local Government 
Area

Estimated Residential Population
ERP Change 
2018 - 2019

2016 2017 2018 2019

50630 Boddington (S) 1,864 1,832 1,833 1,801 -1.7% -32

55110 Mandurah (C) 83,099 84,040 85,302 86,474 1.4% 1172

56230 Murray (S) 17,083 17,307 17,653 17,911 1.5% 258

57700 Serpentine-
Jarrahdale (S) 27,654 29,455 30,933 32,562 5.3% 1629

58820 Waroona (S) 4,238 4,220 4,169 4,212 1% 43

Peel 133,938 136,854 139,890 142,960 2% 2800

Estimated Resident Population (ERP)
Australian Bureau of Statistics: 3218.0 Regional Population Growth, Australia

with population growth of 5.3% in 
2018/19 and the third fastest growing 
Local Government area in Australia.

During the same period Western 
Australia’s population grew 1.2% and 
Australia’s population grew 1.4%.

People aged over 65 represent 24.8% 
of the Peel population. 
WA has 19.3% of its population 
aged over 65 and Australia 21.3%.

About Peel
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Local Government Area Dec 2016 Dec 2017 Dec 2018 Dec 2019

Boddington (S) 3.4 2.7 2.6 1.8

Mandurah (C) 11.3 7.0 7.4 7.0

Murray (S) 10.5 6.8 6.5 5.8

Serpentine-Jarrahdale (S) 5.3 4.6 4.5 4.5

Waroona (S) 6.2 6.1 7.1 5.5

Peel 9.6 6.2 6.5 6.2

Western Australia 6.1 5.9 6.3 5.9

Australia 5.7 5.6 5 5.2

Unemployment December 2016 - December 2019

Boddington Mandurah Murray Serpentine
Jarrahdale

Waroona Peel

24.8%23.8%
27.0%27.8%

14.4% 14.1%

Percentage of population aged 60+
Australian Bureau of Statistics: Data by Region 2011-2016

Small Area Labour Markets

The Peel region has seen a period of sustained high population which is projected 
to continue, with an estimated population of 444,000 by 2050.

This continues the trend over the past 20 years where the Peel’s population has grown by 106.3% from 
1996 to 2016.  This increase in growth has been well over twice that of Western Australian (45.2%) 
and over 3 times that of Australia (32.4%) (Source: ABS ABS 3218.0 Regional Population Growth).

Collectively, the Peel is a region of high unemployment (6.2% in December 2019) compared 
with the Western Australian and Australian averages (5.9% and 5.2% respectively). However, 
unemployment levels vary significantly between local government areas within the region.
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Local 
Government Area

UE Rate

March 
2017

March 
2018

March 
2019

March 
2020

Boddington (S) 5.1 2.3 2.6 1.8

Mandurah (C) 10.9 7.7 6.7 6.9

Murray (S) 10.1 7.3 5.6 5.7

Serpentine-
Jarrahdale (S) 4.6 4.2 4.4 4.4

Waroona (S) 5.6 7.1 6.4 5.4

Local 
Government Area

Newstart Recipients
Newstart Recipients

Increase
Mar 2019 - Mar 2020March 

2017
March 
2018

March 
2019

March 
2020

Boddington (S) 48 55 44 55 11

Mandurah (C) 3,661 3,949 3,688 4,219 531

Murray (S) 742 802 706 771 65

Serpentine-
Jarrahdale (S) 649 699 634 766 132

Waroona (S) 199 229 191 208 17

NB: In March 2020 Jobseeker replaced Newstart, bereavement allowance and sickness allowance.

Mandurah, with its high reliance on the construction, retail and manufacturing industries as well as a large 
commuter and FIFO mining workforce, is the region’s highest unemployment LGA, whilst Boddington, home of 
the Newmont Gold Mine and the South32 Bauxite Mine, currently has the region’s lowest unemployment.

Population receiving social assistance
Source: Department of Social Services
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Local 
Government Area

UE Rate

March 
2017

March 
2018

March 
2019

March 
2020

Boddington (S) 5.1 2.3 2.6 1.8

Mandurah (C) 10.9 7.7 6.7 6.9

Murray (S) 10.1 7.3 5.6 5.7

Serpentine-
Jarrahdale (S) 4.6 4.2 4.4 4.4

Waroona (S) 5.6 7.1 6.4 5.4
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Peel region - Number of Businesses by industry
2018 2019

Agriculture, forestry & fishing

Mining

Manufacturing

Electricity, gas, water & waste services

Construction

Wholesale trade

Retail trade

Accommodation & food services

Transport, postal & warehousing

Information media & telecommunications

Financial & insurance services

Rental, hiring & real estate services

Professional scientific & technical services

Administrative & support services

Public administration & safety

Education & training

Healthcare & social assistance

Arts and recreation services

Currently unknown

Other services

0 500 1000 1500 2000
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Peel region - industry of occupation by % of local workforce
Waroona Serpentine Jarrahdale Murray

Other services

Arts & recreation services

Healthcare & social assistance

Education & training

Public administration & safety

Administrative & support services

Professional scientific & technical services

Rental, hiring & real estate services

Financial & insurance services

Information media & telecommunications

Transport, postal & warehousing

Accommodation & food services

Retail trade

Wholesale trade

Construction

Electricity, gas, water & waste services

Manufacturing

Mining

Agriculture, forestry & fishing

Mandurah Boddington

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
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The Peel region is characterised by a very high number of non-employing 
businesses, particularly within the construction sector.

5,315
Non-employing

2,062
1-4 employees

737
5-19 employees

183
20+ employees

Peel region - Number of Businesses by number of employees in 2019

8296 
Businesses

District Tourism Employment Tourism Businesses

Armadale (includes parts of Shire 
of Serpentine Jarrahdale) 1,000 400

Darling Range (includes parts of 
Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale) 1,600 800

Dawesville 900 400

Mandurah 1,000 500

Murray-Wellington includes majority of 
Shires of Murray and Boddington) 900 400

Tourism as an employer in Peel
TTF Australia, 2018. Data is not available at the LGA level.
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520,000 people visit the three National Parks/Conservation Reserves 
in the Peel Region each year, but growth in numbers is constrained 
by appropriate parking, facilities, range of activities and access.  
Some of the issues caused by these limitations include illegal 
vehicle access to areas of environmental sensitivity, visitors seeking 
unsanctioned trails causing degradation and threat to flora and 
fauna, increased risk of injury and reduced access to emergency 
assistance. Tourism product, including commercial opportunities, is 
unable to be enhanced and grown without addressing these issues 
and enabling an increase in visitor numbers.  The development 
of trails in the Perth Hills to the north, and Collie in the south, has 
also highlighted the gap between the two areas which is a critical 
linkage for visitors seeking inter-regional tourism experiences.

The Peel Regional Trails project aims to position the Peel as a key 
regional trails hub linking trails to Collie in the south and Perth Hills 
to the north. Capitalising on its iconic landscapes and variety of trails 
from scarp to coast, Peel Regional Trails will attract tourism and 
adventure visitors for a number of days, either through a day visit, 
short break or extended holidays. The project is expected to deliver a 
minimum 20% increase in visitation numbers (100,000 per year), and 
offer a full range of quality trails including mountain biking, hiking, 
running, bush-walking, canoeing, horse riding and 4wding, as well 
as linking up the heritage Hotham Valley Railway, unique to Peel.

The Peel Regional Trails project will bring a transformational 
economic and jobs boost to the entire Peel region and flow 
on benefits to neighbouring areas of Collie and Perth Hills 
in general. The Project will also provide an opportunity for 
residents and day-trippers to connect with nature and undertake 
physical activity, both of which increase a community’s resilience 
and wellbeing; and have positive impacts on physical health, 
mental health, personal wellbeing and social cohesion.

The project is based on the recommendations of the Peel Regional 
Trails Strategy 2019, a comprehensive plan developed over 12 
months to guide future strategic investment in trails recreation, 
tourism and event development across the entire region.

Check it out at peelalliance.org.au/trails-strategy

Peel Alliance

Throughout the Peel Region

2021 - 2024

Requesting $20.781 million over three years (total project value 
$36.908 million)

Peel 
REgional 
Trails

Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• 127 construction jobs & $67.77m 
economic impact.

• 86 tourism jobs & $18.94m 
increase in expenditure per 
annum.

• Increase in visitors by 100,000 per 
year.

• Encouraging physical activity.
• Connecting with nature.

• Protecting conservation areas.
• Promoting our iconic landscapes.

Wander Out Yonder. 
A transformational 
project positioning the 
Peel as a key regional 
trails hub linking trails 
to Collie in the south 
and Perth hills to the 
north, enabling an 
inter-regional tourism 
experience.
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Building on the recently completed Dwellingup Trail and Visitor 
Centre project as well as the Dwellingup Adventure Trails project 
of mountain bike and drive trails, the ‘Dwellingup Gap’ includes 
the construction of a further 18kms of mountain bike trails 
to enable Dwellingup to meet the State standards to become 
classified as a Trails Town by meeting the minimum length of 
purpose built mountain bike trails required (80km). This will 
enable Peel to have a Trails Town classification for the first time, 
raising Peel into the realm of official Trails Towns, which will 
attract more state and national visitors to the region and allow 
Dwellingup to hold national level competitions, further attracting 
more visitors from outside the region.

In order to complete the Dwellingup National Trails Centre Project 
($4.5 million) and development of the Dwellingup Adventure 
Trails ($8 million), the Shire of Murray estimates $2.705 million 
will be required in order to finalise and optimally execute this 
transformational project.  The Project is shovel ready and 
supports the $12,395,000 that has already been invested.

Key aspects include:

Mountain Bike Trails
15km of new high quality, cross-country single track trail, 10km of 
re-aligned Munda Biddi Trail, 19km of upgraded trails to enable 
local, regional and national events, plus 3km of new technical 
downhill trail constructed to national standards.

Dwellingup National Trails Centre
Works associated with this proposal will enable the new facilities 
to be enhanced to a national standard and support quality 
commercial operators.

Basketball Courts, Pump Track and Skate Park Lighting
Permanent lighting to accommodate the high level of activity at 
the recently completed Dwellingup Skate Park and Pump Track 
precinct and enable night events/competitions.

Captain Fawcett 4WD Track 
Create a return loop trail to Lane Poole. 

Two Additional Canoe Launch and Retrieval Points on The 
Murray River
Increasing canoe trail options from the current 8km to 12km.

King Jarrah Walk Trail Upgrades
Upgrade and inclusion of a new shorter loop option on the 
existing King Jarrah Walk Trail, providing long and short family 
walking options.

Bibbulmun Track Walk Trail Loop
Three day and two night trail loop, commencing and concluding 
in Dwellingup with 11km of connecting trail.

For more information visit dwellingup.com.au

Project 
Components

Dwellingup Gap
Shovel ready • $2.705 million
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The Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale is transitioning into a 
prosperous metropolitan hub with strong country values and 
is home to pristine natural attractions that have the potential 
to attract vast amounts of tourism and economic investment, 
particularly through the development of new trails.

Three key trail projects have been identified that will 
provide the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale with increased 
economic, employment and health benefits, as well as 
provide tourism/adventure products of state significance.

Key aspects include:

Byford Trail Centre 
$1 million

The Wungong Regional Park is situated on the western edge of 
the Darling Scarp. Renowned for its dramatic slopes, gorges and 
seasonal waterways, it provides spectacular views over Perth 
City and the Swan Coastal Plain. The area has significant demand 
for mountain bike, bushwalking, trail running and equestrian 
trails. Located just north of Byford’s town centre, the Byford 
Trail Centre will sit in a reserve located on Linton Street North 
which provides linkages into the Wungong Regional Park.  

The Byford Trail Centre is to be developed to cater to hiking and 
horse riding disciplines and will feature rest area amenities, 
carparking, trail head signage and a bushwalking loop of its 
own. The site contains a number of existing informal trails which 
will be further developed and enhanced to form a small loop 
trail with a lookout point including an iconic lookout structure 
and a key connection to the wider Wungong Regional Park.  

Mundijong to Jarrahdale Rail Trail 
$11.3 million

The Rail Trail will create a family friendly and highly accessible 
rail trail experience for walkers, cyclists and horse riders and 
benefit local businesses in Mundijong and Jarrahdale. Benefits 
include providing a safe and relatively easy off-road connection 
to enable commuting between the two major towns and also 
provide new experiences for both locals and visitors alike. The Rail 
Trail will provide an opportunity to hold events such as guided 
walks, horse rides, cycling rides and other compatible activities.

The scope of work includes upgrading the rail trail track itself 
to make it safe for users of all ages and abilities, an extension 
of the trail, wayfinding signage, road crossing safety points and 
two trail heads located in Jarrahdale and Mundijong. These will 
include shade shelters, trail head signage, seating, carparking and 
a horse tie up area in Mundijong. The rail trail will also feature 
a connection into the proposed Jarrahdale Oval Trail Head.

Serpentine Jarrahdale 
Trail Development
Business Case Complete • $12.4 million
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Jarrahdale Oval Trail Head 
$325,395

Jarrahdale is becoming a well-established trails town and provides 
a large number of existing and proposed trail networks for walkers, 
mountain bikers and equestrian riders. The strategic location 
of the Jarrahdale Oval in relation to the Jarrahdale township 
and the connections it has into the existing and proposed trail 
networks will create a central trail hub for a variety of users.

The Jarrahdale Oval site is already well-known and utilised 
heavily by the horse-riding community and lends itself well 
to the development of a trail head. Alongside its connections 
into the Jarrahdale township and existing and proposed 
trails, the Jarrahdale Oval (including the Trail Head) has been 
conservatively estimated to hold two annual trail events.  
 
The proposed trail head will provide amenities for all trail users, 
such as shade, picnic facilities, bike racks and repair station, 
drinking fountain and trail head signage. It also creates linkages to 
nearby trail networks including the Rail Trail and Langford Park. 

The business case for these projects can be 
found at https://bit.ly/34WGNbu 

The Peel Regional Trails Strategy 2019 identified Sea to Scarp 
Trails in the Waroona area of Peel, including bushwalking, urban 
walking, trail running, mountain biking, cycling, equestrian, 
paddling, four-wheel driving and trail biking as a significant 
opportunity. Four priority trail opportunities include:
• A 10km walk and cycle trail linking Lake Navarino to Drakesbrook 

Weir with linkages to the Bibbulmum Track and Mundi Biddi 
Track, providing additional access points to these iconic trails.

• An inter-regional four-wheel drive trail linking Preston Beach with 
Binningup in the south and Mandurah in the north

• A shared use trail around the Lake Clifton Lime Kiln site in the 
Yalgorup National Park

• A 3km cycle trail linking Waroona and Hamel.

A concept design has been completed and initial site 
investigations and costings undertaken with an anticipated 
construction cost of $4.1m; $500,000 funding is now 
requested to support detailed design and approvals.

Sea to Scarp Trails
Concept design complete • $500,000
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The Peel Regional Trails Strategy 2019 identified a range of 
potential tourism and recreation trails including several urban and 
bushland trails in Mandurah. The Peel-Yalgorup Wetlands Trails 
seeks to overcome a range of challenges, including the need for:
• Improved conservation and protection of the Peel-Yalgorup 

Wetlands System.
• Enhanced tourism product in Mandurah and the broader Peel 

Region and development in cultural tourism.
• Improved regional economic development and employment 

outcomes.
• Enhanced recreational opportunities in Mandurah. 

Peel-Yalgorup Wetlands Trails is comprised of two related projects, 
Peel-Harvey Estuary Trails and Yalgorup National Park. Peel-Harvey 
Estuary Trails is a partnership between the City of Mandurah 
and the Shire of Murray to build on the existing network of local 
recreation trails around the Peel-Harvey Estuary to create an iconic 
trails offering. The project aims to create a range of shared-use 
and dedicated trails based on the estuary and surrounding areas 
that will enhance Mandurah and Murray’s recreation and daytrip/
short-stay tourism destination appeal and grow its economy, whilst 
protecting and preserving the estuary’s conservation values.

The Yalgorup National Park project involves development of 
a recreational master plan that will identify and map suitable 
nature-based tourism activities within and adjacent to Yalgorup 
National Park, and outline future investment opportunities. This 
in turn will subsequently enable the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) to seek expressions of 
interest from commercial operators to establish appropriate 
recreation and nature-based tourism enterprises within the 
park. It will also provide a detailed analysis of the infrastructure 
investment required to enable new nature-based tourism 
development within and adjacent to Yalgorup National Park. 

Proposed initiatives include:
• Development of new multi-purpose recreation trails in and 

adjacent to Yalgorup National Park and Peel-Harvey Estuary, 
including short loop trails and long trails;

• Appropriate 4WD access between Tims Thicket, Preston Beach 
and Myalup;

• Increased participation in affordable and accessible local outdoor 
recreation activities.

• Establishment of successful Aboriginal tourism enterprises in 
Peel-Yalgorup areas;

• Development of a range of eco-accommodation options;
• Creation of permanent indigenous cultural burning/bushfire 

prevention and land management jobs.

The City of Mandurah is currently undertaking initial analysis of 
the project areas via the Yalgorup National Park Recreational 
Master Plan and the Peel-Harvey Estuary Trails pre-feasibility 
study. Funding support of $500,000 is required to enable 
detailed design and feasibility studies for Trail Development and 
Tourism Infrastructure upon the completion of this stage.

Peel – Yalgorup Wetlands Trails
Concept design complete, masterplan 
underway $500,000
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The Hotham Valley Rail Trail will connect the Eastern most 
point of the Peel region and create a trails link and visitor 
flow between Dwellingup and Boddington via the rail reserve, 
as well as providing Boddington with a connection to the 
Bibbulmun Track. Additionally, this regionally significant 
trail will provide trail users coming to the Peel region from 
the Albany Highway with a more diverse trails option. 

The trail will be 40 km of rail trail between Boddington and 
Dwellingup along the existing unallocated crown land which 
comprises the original rail track. The work will also reinstate 
Tullis Bridge, crossing the Hotham River approximately 8 
km from Boddington and creating a link between the town 
and Rail Trail. Developing the Hotham Valley Rail Trail will 
aid in preserving the history of the Hotham Valley Rail Way 
in Boddington and offer trail users a unique experience 
of trails with a historic steam train attraction.

Developing the Hotham Valley Rail Trail will increase the 
tourism offering and provide economic benefit for the local 
accommodation providers, café’s, supermarket and other 
businesses in Peel’s eastern most corner, and provide trail 
users greater options. Increasing visitation to Boddington 
will lead to a growth in economic diversification which is 
imperative to the Boddington part of Peel, as that local economy 
is largely dependent on the two mining operations.  

The project is expected to cost $6.677 million to complete, 
and includes $2.3m of leveraged funding and assistance.

In order to ensure the project is adequately resourced, coordinated 
and activated, a Peel Regional Trails Coordinator will be employed 
to oversee the Project across the region. The cost of this resource 
would be in the region of $250,000 per year predominantly funded 
by Peel Alliance and Peel Local Governments, with $100,000 
per year for three years requested as part of this proposal. 

The Peel Local Governments will also supply project managers 
and in-house resources to oversee compliance of the trails 
constructions in their respective local government areas.

Hotham Valley Rail Trail
Concept design complete • $4.37 million

Project Management and 
Program Coordination 
$300,000
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The Drakesbrook Weir redevelopment aims to address the 
struggling tourism numbers coming to the Shire of Waroona 
by offering a unique and must see attraction that will generate 
increased visitor numbers to the town of Waroona.

An iconic tourist site near Waroona will increase local 
spend and tourist numbers to the town of Waroona.
 
The project includes:
•  A noisy scrub bird conservation area and walk trails;
•  Formal fishing areas to protect the natural bushland;
•  Additional recreation areas, including kayak launching facility, 

boardwalk, lookout and rest spot accessible by the elderly and 
disabled, playground, increased swim area and beach access, 
barbeques; and

•  Improved parking and signage.

Shire of Waroona

Drakesbrook Weir, south of Waroona

2021 - 2022

Requesting $3.19 million

Drakesbrook Weir 
REdevelopment

Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• Creation of an iconic 'must-see' 
tourist site that will create 4 value-
added full-time jobs; and

• Increased expenditure in local 
economy by tourists.

• Significant increase in usage by 
the local community.

• Noisy scrub bird conservation 
area; and

•  Designated fishing spots to 
reduce impact on bushland.

This project will 
expand the existing 
recreation area at 
Drakesbrook Weir to 
become an iconic and 
must-see tourist site 
in the Peel Region.
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Preston Beach is enjoyed by thousands of visitors each year, 
however there is currently no access to the beach for the 
disabled and elderly.  The average age of residents in the 
townsite is 70, and many residents and tourists who visit 
the area are unable to enjoy the beach.  This boardwalk will 
provide access to the beach recreation area for all, whilst 
protecting the beach and surrounding fragile environment.

A boardwalk will be constructed from the public car park 
onto the beach.  There will be a viewing area as well as 
direct access to the beach. The improved accessibility is 
expected to increase visitation numbers by 20-30%, having 
a flow-on effect to local business and economy.

Shire of Waroona

Preston Beach, Waroona

2021

Requesting $500,000

Preston beach 
boardwalk

Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• The boardwalk will increase 
tourism as those who could not 
access the beach will now be able 
to do so; and

• The project will create 2 FTE jobs.

• The average age of local residents 
is 70, meaning many residents will 
now be able to enjoy the beach.

• Protection of the beach and 
surrounds via a designated 
boardwalk.

The construction 
of formal access to 
the Preston Beach 
foreshore to enable 
its enjoyment by 
people of all abilities.
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With the creation of the Transform Peel Industrial Park, the 
future Kwinana Outer Harbour development and future 
population growth in the Peel, this project will create a 
designated freight route linking the South West to Muchea. 
Without this link, thousands of heavy vehicles will be forced 
to use the South West Highway which is not designed to cater 
for the pressure the increase of heavy vehicles will create.

Ultimately to have the ability to link freight transport from Perth 
to the South West there is a requirement to assess the full 
alignment and activation of the Tonkin Highway through the Peel 
Region.  Tonkin Highway underpins the economic potential of the 
South West and Peel Regions and is an essential infrastructure 
project that will enable progressive growth and innovation 
within the Agriculture, manufacturing and Food Zone areas 
and become an economic enabler and driver for industry.

The Tonkin Highway extension will create a transport route 
from Mundijong to Lakes Road, then onto Stage 2 of the Pinjarra 
Heavy Haulage Deviation project. This link would allow freight to 
be transported from the South West directly to Muchea without 
any traffic lights and would avoid built up areas, improving 
safety, efficiency and significantly reducing congestion.

It is essential that the Tonkin Highway is progressively developed 
to enable activation while supporting continued efficiencies 
and safety within the transport network. The development 
of a controlled access highway from Perth to the South West 
is essential, within the Peel Region this will in turn provide 
the activation of both the Peel Business Park and Pinjarra 
Industrial Area. The ability to provide a dynamic transport 
network that encourages innovation and synergies within 
regions will then drive the required economic outputs.

To enable the Peel Business Park to thrive will require dedicated 
transport links to both the adjacent Kwinana Freeway and 
most importantly the proposed Tonkin Highway. The upgrade 
to Lakes Road and the future extension of Mandjoogoordap 
Drive provide the essential east-west links between the 
Tonkin Highway and Kwinana Freeway that support the 
required freight supply chains for the Peel Business Park, the 
surrounding Food Zone and current Mineral Sands mining.

Shire of Murray

Mundijong to Lakes Road, Nambeelup

2023 - 2026

Requesting $700 million

Tonkin Highway 
Extension south

Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• Economic outcomes would be so 
significant they would be seen as 
transformational.

• The project will create 1,000 jobs 
during construction and 4,000 
once compelted.

• Communities would be safer and 
not suffer heavy vehicle gridlock 
along towns from Muchea to the 
South West.

• Environmental studies would be 
undertaken as part of the project 
planning.

This project will 
complete the 
transport route by 
extending Tonkin 
Highway 25km from 
Mundijong to link into 
the Pinjarra Heavy 
Haulage Deviation.
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The full extension of the Tonkin Highway provides a direct link to 
Greenlands Road (South of Pinjarra) that further aligns to both 
the South West Highway and Forrest Highway.  Greenlands Road 
therefore provides the pivotal relationship between the freight 
transport from Perth via the Tonkin Highway while enabling the 
freight synergies to utilise either South West Highway or the Forrest 
Highway. The Heavy Haulage Deviation to the east of Pinjarra is 
already planned for delivery in 2023 and is the southern section of 
the Tonkin Highway.  The proposed Western Deviation of Pinjarra 
therefore becomes critical to activate the Pinjarra Industrial Area 
and provides a further link between Pinjarra Road and Greenlands 
Road and will enable the Activity Centre Planning for Pinjarra.

The Peel and South 
West regions will 
be economically 
transformed by 
developing this 
project.
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The $27.5m Pinjarra Heavy Haulage Deviation will commence 
construction in late 2021. However, the project does not 
have funding to complete the project and ensure the 
full opportunities that the project aims to deliver. 

The current project does not link either Pinjarra Road or the 
Pinjarra Industrial Area to the Greenlands Road freight route. 
Currently, all heavy traffic heading east to Pinjarra will still have to 
travel through the Pinjarra townsite as there is no other route to 
connect to the larger transport freight link on Greenlands Road.  
Similarly, the Pinjarra Industrial Area is locked in via a cul-de-sac 
situation, transport vehicles are required to backtrack significantly 
into the Pinjarra townsite to then access the freight route.

This project will deliver the following:
• $2.5 million to link the Pinjarra Industrial Area onto the freight 

network via Greenlands Road leading to the Forrest and South 
West Highways;

• $10 million to link heavy traffic travelling east from Mandurah 
via Pinjarra Road to Greenlands Road Western Deviation and 
then onto Forrest and South West Highways as opposed to being 
through the Pinjarra townsite; and

• $10 million to then downgrade Pinjarra Road and transition 
Pinjarra into a Secondary Centre with local traffic management 
to activate the town.

The project can be delivered in stages as follows:
• Stage 1 - $2.5 million link road from Pinjarra Industrial Area.
• Stage 2 - $10 million link from Pinjarra Road to Greenlands Road 

Western Deviation.
• Stage 3 - $10 million Pinjarra Town Site Revitalisation.

Shire of Murray

Pinjarra Townsite

2021-2023

Requesting $22.5 million

Pinjarra Heavy 
Haulage Deviation 
and Pinjarra Town 
Site Revitalisation

Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• 600 ongoing value-added jobs will 
be created.

• Safety benefits by eliminating all 
heavy traffic heading east and 
those entering and exiting the 
Pinjarra Industrial Area.

• Environmental planning and 
studies will be undertaken to 
ensure no negative impact.

This project will 
complete the Pinjarra 
Heavy Haulage 
Deviation by creating 
a freight link for the 
Pinjarra Industrial 
Area between Pinjarra 
Road and Greenlands 
Road linking the 
freight transport 
network.
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Lakelands and Madora Bay currently have a population of 
approximately 10,287 (2020 – forecast id), however this is 
expected to reach 18,612 by 2036 – an increase of 81%. The recent 
rapid development of Lakelands, Madora Bay and surrounding 
suburbs has led to a community with restricted access to facilities, 
community services, schools, public open spaces and neighbouring 
communities by widened roadways on its boundaries.

Development activity in and around the Lakelands Town Centre has 
progressed in recent years adjacent to Mandurah Road with the 
development of a new district level shopping centre, district level 
playing fields, public high school, and a site provided for a future 
K-12 Catholic School. In addition, substantial residential development 
has occurred and continues to grow either side of Mandurah Road. 
Proximity to services and facilities for the communities in Lakelands 
and Madora Bay is restricted due to the highly trafficked highway 
environment with volumes in excess of 25,000 vehicles per day.  

Connectivity and walkability is critical to a population of this size to 
help ensure a healthy, active community. The intersection currently 
has signalised, at-grade crossings but residents often drive across 
rather than walk or ride as they do not feel safe using the signals. 

Installation of a pedestrian bridge would alleviate these concerns, 
connect the growing communities and provide a safe connection for 
school students and residents in Mandurah’s northern suburbs. 

The City of Mandurah has secured a pedestrian bridge arising 
from recent works along Tonkin Highway and requires assistance 
with the construction and installation of the bridge, including 
ramps and access points to install the existing structure. This 
connection will provide an alternative to at-grade crossings at 
signalised intersections and will facilitate and encourage an increase 
in alternative transport modes in this active district centre.

City of Mandurah

Mandurah Road at the intersection of Madora Beach 
Road and Banksiadale Gate.

2022-2023

Requesting $2 million (total project value $4.0 million)

Lakelands - 
Madora Bay 
Pedestrian Bridge

Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• The creation of a number of 
employment opportunities 
primarily in the building 
industry during the design and 
construction phases.

• Improved public safety for 
residents crossing Mandurah Road.

• Opportunities for increased health 
and wellbeing benefits due to 
walking and cycling activities being 
safer.

• Reduction in carbon emissions 
from less short vehicle trips due 
to local residents feeling safer in 
crossing Mandurah Road.

Upgrade and relocate 
an already purchased 
pedestrian bridge 
to provide a safe, 
accessible connection 
for the communities 
of Lakelands 
(Mandurah’s fastest 
growing suburb) and 
Madora Bay.
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Over the next 10 years, the Shire will grow by more than 
60%, or an additional 21,000 people, being predominantly 
young couples and families building their first home. This 
represents approximately 7,500 new dwellings in this time.

A total of 1226 crashes were recorded in the Shire between 2015-2019, 
with 19 of those being fatal and 115 being hospitalised as a result. 
The Shire’s road connections through surrounding local governments 
are sub-par, creating transport and commuter issues. The current 
road network was designed for rural uses and the Shire is not 
able to upgrade the roads quick enough to align with the hyper-
population growth. Consequently, Thomas Road is not expected to 
handle this hypergrowth and anticipated additional usage caused 
by the Kwinana Westport development. The Shire does not have 
the financial capacity to get Thomas Road Westport-ready.

The Shire’s Hypergrowth Road Upgrades Plan determined the 
need for road upgrade through traffic counts and comparing 
the current road geometry with the minimum Main Roads WA 
standards for traffic volume and projected increase in road use.

The identified roads were then prioritised based on connectivity, 
volume of traffic and the projected hypergrowth. This has resulted 
in a network of interrelated roads endeavouring to match linkages 
with peripheral networks outside the Shire. These are all local 
roads that do not qualify for grant funding but are critical for 
residents moving between the rural and urban interface.

As part of this plan, the Shire is requesting that Thomas Road be 
upgraded to a dual-carriageway along its entirety, to support the 
Westport development and the anticipated increased usage. The 
Shire welcomes discussions with Main Roads to take control of the 
remaining section of the road (through to South Western Highway).

Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale

129km of local road network in the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale.

2021 - 2031

Requesting $8 million per annum (total project value $80 million)

Hypergrowth 
and Thomas Road 
Upgrades

Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• Reduced impost to ratepayers for 
maintaining poor condition roads.

• Cash injection for local businesses 
to complete works.

• Jobs created.
• Higher-quality transport 

networks for Westport and other 
connections.

• Improved public safety with less 
fatalities.

• No negative impacts identified; 
these are existing road networks.

129km of the local 
road network is 
required to be 
upgraded to support 
the expected rapid 
population growth. 
This includes the 
upgrade of Thomas 
Road to a dual-
carriageway to service 
Westport.
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There is no facility to cater for the sport clubs, recreational and 
school activities that use the ovals in South Yunderup and Pinjarra. 

South Yunderup is experiencing significant growth and with that 
an increase in sports participation in the area.  The Oval is home 
to South Yunderup Soccer Club that features  mens, womens and 
junior teams. This project aims to construct facilities for these teams 
and visiting teams to use as part of participating in competition.

In 2015 a 3rd sporting oval at Sir Ross McLarty Sporting Precinct 
was built to cater for the significant growth in junior football 
and mens and womens cricket. The oval is also shared by 
the adjacent Pinjarra Primary School as their school oval.

The Oval is home to the Pinjarra Junior Football Club and also used 
by the Pinjarra Cricket Club that features  mens, womens and junior 
teams. This project aims to construct facilities for these teams 
and visiting teams to use as part of participating in competition.

This project will develop gender neutral changerooms, 
universal access public toilets, club storage, a kiosk, shelter 
and a designated social space area at both sites.

The facilities will benefit:
• South Yunderup Soccer Club mens, womens and junior teams;
• Local South Yunderup community;
• Pinjarra Cricket Club mens, womens and junior teams;
• Pinjarra Junior Football Club; and
• Local Pinjarra community.

Shire of Murray

South Yunderup Oval & Sir Ross McLarty Oval (Pinjarra)

2021

Requesting $2 million (total project value $2.7 million)

South Yunderup 
Sporting Precinct 
Pavilion & Sir Ross 
McLarty Sports 
Pavilion

Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• Opportunity for local and regional 
trades to undertake construction 
creating 14 jobs.

• The project will create significant 
recreation outcomes for the 
community as both Ovals currently 
do not have a facility.

• Buildings will be designed to 
a high level of environmental 
efficiency.

Construction of 
changerooms will 
support the range of 
sport, recreational 
and school activities 
that take place on the 
South Yunderup Oval 
and Sir Ross McLarty 
Oval.
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When considering public health priorities, some members of the 
community are more vulnerable to poor health and wellbeing. This 
might be the result of age, ethnicity, income or illness. The East 
Metropolitan Health Service Community Health Profile (2019) and ABS 
2016 data indicates that 19% of the Shire’s population are seniors, 6,798 
residents are from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, 2% 
are Aboriginal and 2.9% are living with a disability. Additionally, there 
is a prevalence of biomedical risk factors such as obesity (76% of the 
Shire’s population is overweight or obese), high blood pressure and 
high cholesterol in the community. 

The Shire has some GP health services currently, however there 
are little allied health providers that are readily accessible for Shire 
residents. 

Delivery of a Byford Health Hub within the Town Centre will create an 
accessible health facility. A business case is currently in progress for 
this project, working with the Department of Health and WA Primary 
Health Alliance, to determine the service need and delivery model, as 
well as job creation and other benefits associated. It is expected that 
the project will cost $10million to construct, and the Shire will provide 
the land.  

All community members in the Shire will benefit by having access to 
allied health services in the heart of the town centre to increase their 
health and wellbeing. Additionally, Byford businesses will benefit from 
increased exposure and pedestrian traffic, to drive additional revenue.
WA health service providers will benefit as there will be a reduction in 
presenting cases where the Health Hub can provide preventative and 
primary care, reducing cost to taxpayers and presentations at hospitals 
and GPs.

Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale

Byford Town Centre

2021 - 2025

Requesting $5 million (total project value $10 million)

Byford 
health 
hub

Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• Reduced financial burden on 
health services.

• Increased jobs during construction 
and in operation.

• Increased expenditure in local 
businesses in Byford town centre.

• A healthier community 
environment.

• Increased health and wellbeing of 
Shire residents.

• Reduced presentations to 
hospitals.

• Increased access for vulnerable 
groups to health services.

• The hub will be constructed 
to take advantage of energy 
efficiency and technology to 
reduce carbon footprint.

Supporting the 
various health needs 
of the Shire’s growing 
population, the 
Byford Health Hub 
will provide essential 
preventative allied 
health services for our 
community. 
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Without a developer contribution plan in place before now, 
the Shire has not had the much-needed funds to develop 
community facilities in line with the rapid population 
growth. This has resulted in a lack of high-quality community 
spaces and limited destination facility offerings.

With more than 60% growth expected over the coming 10 
years, the Shire needs to construct adequate community 
events and play spaces to support the emotional, mental and 
physical wellbeing of the young population and families.

The Byford Nature Play Splash Park has been designed to become 
a destination play space, activity hub and event space that will 
serve Shire residents first and foremost. It also aims to attract 
visitors to the Byford Town Centre - contributing to the Shire’s 
status as a tourist destination - and has been designed to provide 
a number of amenities (such as water fountains, public toilets and 
shade) to allow visitors to stay for an extended period of time.

The space has the potential to facilitate various forms of entertainment 
including family-friendly events, children’s entertainment/parties 
and library events. There are no existing spaces in Byford that 
are specifically aimed at family-related activities, as opposed 
to sports; and the Nature Play Splash Park will fill this gap.

The facility includes;
• New car parks;
• A large turf area to provide a space for parties and events, and 

other added value;
• Water play areas which have the ability to be utilized as dry spaces 

to ensure year round use. This also ensures the play space will be 
environmentally and economically sustainable in the future;

• Play themes that support a sense of place and provide a unique 
experience for users of the facility; as well as enhancing the Byford 
identity. Opportunities exist to capitalize further on this identity 
with interpretive or learning signage aimed at young people;

• Small gathering nooks which include seating, shade and barbeque 
facilities and are defined spaces in the park. These nooks facilitate 
a sense of temporary ownership over an area within the Space, 
which encourages families and social gatherings to stay for an 
extended period of time;

• Fencing around areas of the play space for safety, particularly at 
the interface between the play space and the car park; and

• An area for the future provision of a toddlers bike/scooter/skate 
track.

Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale

Byford

Ready now

Requesting $2.6 million

Byford 
Nature Play 
Splash Park

Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• 10 construction jobs.
• Increased expenditure in Byford 

as families travel into the Shire to 
visit the play space.

• Reduced ratepayer subsidy for 
nearby facilities.

• Improved health and wellbeing.
• Improved family ties.
• Increased physical activity.
• Encourages community pride.

• Wet and dry functionality for 
sustainable development.

• Water sensitive urban design.

Byford Nature Play 
Splash Park will 
provide a destination 
community space for 
both residents and 
visitors family-related 
activities.
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Figure 4. Bill Hicks Reserve Nature 
Splash Park Concept Plan

Wetlands area with 
water park including 
hard surface and 
water jet sprays and 
animals.

'The Scarp'. A vegetated 
activity hill with ramp up to 
lookout with talking pipes, 
telescopes, climbing net, 
climbing wall and slide.

Brickworks area for making 
bricks and construction 
with clay mud pit and 
dams.

Melalueca groves; 
an endemic species 
providing shade to 
seating nodes.

Dry play elements for 
toddlers and babies.

Turf area for parties, 
small gatherings and 
informal seating.

KEY
Picnic tables

BBQs

Shade structure 

Water bubbler 

Playground fence
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Low garden planting to 
provide CPTED passive 
surveillance. 

Mounded turf area to meet buildings 
finished floor level for picnic/lookout 
space.

Central wetland stream 
through sand play space to 
support sensory play.

Existing Hall/Toilets/
Kiosk

Gate/Main Entrance.

Gate/Secondary 
Entrance.

Gate/Vehicular Entrance for 
emergency and maintenance 
entrance.

Removable Bollards at  
Entrance for emergency and 
maintenance entrance.

Water Park 
Plant Room

N scale:1:1000 @a3

Bike/Scooter/Skate track.

Central path with bridge 
over water stream.
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In July 2019, a two year trial of the Local Communities Coordination 
(LCC) prototype was commissioned by the Department of Communities 
for central Mandurah and Greenfields (see attached map).  In the first 
year of operation the protoype has achieved remarkable outcomes 
by breaking down interdepartmental government silos of information 
and providing a coordinated response to assist people in crisis.  With 
only one more year of the trial to go, we are requesting a commitment 
to ongoing funding of the LCC model and extending the service across 
the Peel region.  “WA Tomorrow” (Department of Planning, Lands 
and Heritage) forecasts a projected population growth of 34.74% 
across Peel from 2021-2031 in contrast to the WA forecast growth 
estimate of 19.54%.  Coordinated, region wide funding for community 
services has been lacking particularly in the Shire of Serpentine-
Jarrahdale that experienced population growth of 108% between 
2006-2016 and is forecast to grow a further 58% from 2021-2031.  

Local Communities Coordinators (LCC’s) work with people 
across a range of cohorts, life stages and circumstances, 
with a primary focus on people who are vulnerable and/
or at risk of deterioration of circumstances, escalation of 
need, and drift into crisis. These may be people who are:
• At the intersection of multiple programs or agencies and falling 

through gaps;
• At major transition times in their lives; or
• The ‘missing middle’ – people whose circumstances are not critical 

enough for specialist services but whose needs are too high for 
mainstream responses.

People are seeking LCC support for multiple interrelated issues 
that don’t neatly ‘fit’ existing programs. To date, the most common 
relate to social isolation/lack of supports, caring for children, 
housing, mental health, domestic violence and substance abuse.

LCC is a person rather than program centred approach - 
meaning it works alongside people of all ages, circumstances 
and diagnoses.  In short it helps people to help themselves, 
and each other, in natural sustainable ways that 
a) build relationships and resilience and 
b) prevent, reduce or delay the need for high cost services.  

With a focus on building personal, family and community capacity, 
strengthening natural support systems around people, and fostering 
community connections and service responses where needed, LCC 
is already making a difference. Through helping people identify and 
find practical solutions to their needs and aspirations and address 

Peel Community Development Group

Peel region

2021 - ongoing

Requesting $1.5 million per annum

Local 
Communities 
Coordination

This community 
based, early 
intervention and 
prevention approach 
will assist people to 
avoid crisis by building 
capacity, developing 
connections and 
collaborating 
with local service 
providers.

Survey and interview 
feedback from 60+ 
stakeholders in 
Mandurah indicates 
strong support for 
the LCC trial.  LCCs 
are valuable local 
resources who are 
addressing significant 
gaps in the system.

40



Economy

Community

Outcomes:

• The project will create 14 jobs.

• Supporting women as they leave 
violent relationships to re-establish 
themselves and their families in the 
community;

• Helping overwhelmed families 
stay strong by assisting parents 
or carers to address multiple 
stressors such as substance 
abuse, financial strain, domestic 
violence and parenting skills 
(with commensurate impacts on 
children);

• Assisting people to re-connect with 
personal and community supports 
– including youth, families, older 
people at risk and people who are 
homeless;

• Resolution of tenancy issues to 
enable people to stay in their rental 
accommodation or to find more 
appropriate living arrangements;

• Providing information and 
support that has contributed to 
people accessing employment, 
maintaining engagement with 
school, accessing childcare or carer 
support, resolving outstanding 
legal/court matters and accessing 
needed services (including 
Centrelink, NDIS and specialist 
supports); and

• Reducing or preventing contact 
with high cost services as the 
person is better able to manage 
or address underlying issues, 
e.g. police (less callouts), child 
protection (reducing risk of 
non-family placements), mental 
health and health (less use of 
acute medical and in-patient 
services), education (improved 
school attendance) and housing 
(addressing homelessness; 
reduced eviction risk).

issues early before they become a crisis LCC complements and takes 
pressure off specialist service systems and staff.  The LCC team 
are knowledgeable and respected ‘go to’ people within their local 
communities and Department of Communities’ regional teams. They 
often act as the ‘glue’ between the person, their natural support 
systems, community resources and services to enable cohesive 
and sustainable responses to people’s needs and aspirations.

This project seeks ongoing funding of the Local Communities 
Coordination (LCC) team in Mandurah and expansion to cover 
the whole Peel region.  Research in the UK shows that the 
LCC works best when each individual Coordinator engages 
with a population no greater than 10 thousand people.
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Dawesville is the southern most district in the City of 
Mandurah and has experienced significant growth over 
the last 15 years, leading to increased demand for social 
infrastructure, community facilities and services.

As the population has continued to grow, the community, with 
the support of the City, has identified a need to have a local multi-
purpose centre as a place that can support residents of all ages 
and abilities in coming together and having access to activities and 
networks that will assist in this community reaching its potential.

The current population of 9,153 (2020 – forecast id) is expected to 
grow by 49% to 13,636 by 2036, with residents currently travelling 
to and from central Mandurah for the majority of services (1 hour 
by bus). The district has the second highest percentage of school 
age children in Mandurah and is forecast to have the highest 
growth in 0-4 years old, 5-14 year olds, 25-44 year olds and 45-
64 year olds, and second highest growth in 15-24 year olds, in 
Mandurah LGA, highlighting the need to ensure services and 
activities for all age groups are available south of Mandurah.

With the district having experienced such growth in recent 
years, help is needed to address the increased demand for 
social infrastructure, community facilities and services. As 
part of the solution, the City is planning the development of 
a multi-purpose community centre as a priority project. 

The concept design for the centre includes:
• A large community hall with sprung floor;
• Space for outreach service delivery (ie. Child Health);
• Co-working space for local enterprise;
• Space for before and after school programs and playgroups;
• Space for young people, music and performance arts;
• Program space for arts, crafts, hobbies and informal recreation;
• A large kitchen and café area; and
• An outdoor amphitheatre, play area and climbing wall.

The concept design has been endorsed by the local 
community and the City of Mandurah Council.

City of Mandurah

Dandaragan Drive, Florida

2022 - 2023

Requesting $3 million (total project value $4.6 million)

Dawesville 
Community 
Centre

Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• The capital investment into the 
district will create 17 local jobs 
in the building industry during 
construction as well as facilitate 
4-5 FTE employment opportunities 
in important community and 
social services once complete.

• Residents in the City’s southern 
suburbs of Dawesville, Bouvard, 
Clifton and Herron will benefit with;

• Opportunities for social 
connections, learning and skills 
development.

• A place of wellbeing for people 
of all ages, abilities and cultural 
backgrounds.

• Space for community events, 
performance, celebrations and 
programs.

• Affordable space for community 
clubs / groups to hire for the 
provision of essential family 
support and youth services.

• The proposed design will 
incorporate a range of 
environmental sustainability 
principles and features including 
passive design, solar installation 
and energy efficient and water 
saving features.

This project will 
create a hub of 
community activity for 
generations to come. 
Extensive community 
engagement ensures 
the design accurately 
meets the needs of 
the local community.
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There is a lack of diversity in the employment sectors in which Shire 
of Serpentine Jarrahdale residents work. The construction industry 
has the largest number of total registered businesses in the Shire, 
comprising 26.5% of all total registered businesses. This compares to 
17% of total businesses in WA. With construction heavily influenced 
by the business cycle, periods of boom followed by bust are created, 
which can have an overall impact on the Shire and its residents. 
Likewise, the Shire lacks a range of higher paying, more resilient, 
service-based jobs. Professional, scientific and technical 
services businesses for the Shire equal only 7.4%, compared 
to 12.1% for WA. Meanwhile, financial and insurance services 
businesses equal 6.6% in the Shire, compared to 9.2% in WA.

Westport will require robust supply chain infrastructure. An 
assessment of the potential volumes of WA container freight 
was predicted to be 3million TEUs (Twenty-foot equivalent 
units/containers), based on 50-year forecasts of trade activity, 
and forecast global and Australian macro-economic indices. 
A working assumption was made that containers would be 
distributed from the port by rail (30%) and road (70%). West 
Mundijong provides an inland port almost directly east of 
Kwinana Port with existing good access both north and south, 
at low land cost and little risk of congestion; however West 
Mundijong has multiple land owners, slowing development.

There are various solutions to support the issue being;
1. Development WA undertakes development of the Industrial Area 

on a fee for service basis or,
2. Include West Mundijong Industrial Area as part of the new 

Strategic Authority being established to manage industrial land 
associated with Westport. 

Westport has stated that the port will have minimal impact on 
existing road users - Thomas and Anketell roads do not run 
through residential areas especially if Tonkin Highway extension 
is constructed as envisaged.  The current high standard freight 
corridor and new intermodal hub planned for West Mundijong 
will allow Bauxite and other trains to access the port and provide 
maximum efficiency when required.  As the Outer Harbour and 
the industrial areas along the Cockburn and Kwinana coastlines 
develop and expand over the coming years, the east-west 
connections to the Kwinana Freeway and the logistics hubs 
in outer metropolitan areas will become increasingly vital in 
supporting the effective movement of freight. West Mundijong 
is one of the “logistics hubs in outer metropolitan areas”.

Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale

Mundijong

ASAP

State Government Prioritisation for Development

West Mundijong 
Industrial Area 
Development

Economy

Community

Outcomes:

• Increased jobs.
• Diversified industry.
• Drives private investment.
• Cost-effective solutions for 

Westport.
• New areas for Primary Production 

with cheaper transport costs being 
only 45mins from Perth City.

• Rail connections will be made 
possible with the Mundijong 
Freight Rail Realignment.

• Increased jobs.
• Diversified job industries.
• Additional investment into Shire 

area for better community 
outcomes.

The West Mundijong 
Industrial Area 
provides a significant 
opportunity to design 
robust supply chain 
infrastructure that 
will provide efficient 
freight access for the 
future and diversify 
industry.
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It has been widely reported in recent years across many regional 
locations that one of the main inhibitors to local business 
and economic growth is inability to access adequate key 
workforce numbers in an efficient and cost effective manner. 
This is a direct result of an acute shortage of appropriate 
and affordable ‘Seasonal Workers Accommodation’.

The provision of appropriate and affordable ‘Seasonal 
Workers Accommodation’ will be beneficial across numerous 
sectors i.e. agricultural sector and tourism sector to name 
a few, having a positive outcome throughout the state. 

Growers in the region will be able to secure workers through 
Federal and State initiated international workers programs which 
in turn would secure harvests bound for both domestic and 
international markets, and enable operators to increase production.

The local economy would be bolstered by the additional 
spending power created through the provision of 
accommodation for up to 500 seasonal workers.

Due to the significant cost and the incremental need over 
the next several years the construction of the Workers’ 
Accommodation Facility could be coordinated in 3 stages.

Stage 1 comprises of site works and infrastructure for 39 cabin 
style dwellings with the ability to provide accommodation 
for 156 beds (2 bedroom dwellings = 4 beds per dwelling), 
an office/ reception public open space and required 
infrastructure. The cost of stage 1 is estimated at $3,667,500.

Stage 2 would see further site works and infrastructure 
for the provision of an additional 50 cabin style dwellings, 
providing an additional 200 beds and further public open 
space. The cost of stage 2 is estimated at $4,312,500.

Stage 3 will see the final site works and infrastructure for the 
provision of an additional 18 cabin style dwellings and the 
further provision of 8 park home style dwellings providing 
an additional 104 beds and further public open space. The 
cost of stage 3 is estimated at $2,452,500, with the total 
spend across all 3 stages estimated at $10,432,500.

Shire of Waroona

Portion of Lot 1 (92) Hill Street, Waroona

Ready now

Requesting $10.4325 million

Seasonal 
Workers 
Accommodation 

Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• Construction will increase GRP by 
$3.7m and create 22 jobs.

• Operations will bring $590,000 per 
annum value to the economy and 
7 jobs.

• An increase of up to $96 million 
per annum will result from 460 
additional workers.

• Supporting workforce attraction, 
recruitment and retention in the 
region.

• Creation of opportunities for new 
and existing operators to plan 
for further growth, expansion 
or development of operations 
requiring an increased workforce.

• The creation of opportunities 
in the local community for 
employment and future micro, 
small and medium enterprise 
business incubation and 
development across a range of 
products and services that may 
complement the facility e.g. facility 
management, housekeeping, 
grounds and maintenance, 
building/construction, transport 
services, food and beverage 
supply, personal services etc.

• Additional revenue will allow 
the shire to deliver community 
enhancing projects.

• Constructed will take place on an 
existing sports reserve, minimising 
environmental impact by using 
previously cleared and developed 
land.

Seasonal Workers 
Accommodation will 
secure the future 
of agriculture in 
Waroona
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The town centre of Waroona has exerienced a heavy decline 
in economic activity over the past two decades due to a lack 
of infrastructure investment and strategic direction.

The Waroona Town Centre Revitalisation Strategy has been 
developed through the Waroona Task Force to address the issue 
and identify infrastructure upgrades to revitalise the town.

A number of components have been identified to facilitate 
activity within the central business district, including:
• Improved and increased parking, landscaping and street lighting;
• Improved and linked footpath network;
• Development of a skate park, bike track, barbeques, shelters, 

water fountains and shaded recreation areas in the middle of the 
CBD;

• Way-finding signage to local attractions within and outside of the 
townsite;

• Street art concepts to add colour and vibrancy to the town; and
• Multi-use community facility within a current building in the main 

street.

Shire of Waroona

Waroona Town Centre

2021 - 2023

Requesting $4 million (total project value $5.5 million)

Waroona 
town Centre 
Revitalisation

Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• Significant economic benefits 
through more visitors and local 
spend.

• 14 FTE jobs created during 
constructions.

• 20 FTE jobs created post 
development.

• Significant through an integrated 
and connected townsite; increased 
activation and opportunity to 
connect.

• Upgrades of infrastructure such 
as lighting will incorporate the 
latest energy saving and efficiency 
technology.

The sustainable 
reinvigoration of 
the Waroona town 
centre to enhance 
the amenity, increase 
the economic viability 
of businesses in the 
town centre and 
develop enticing 
community places for 
residents and visitors.
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Mandurah and the Peel’s population driven economy results 
in low wage sectors such as retail, hospitality, tourism 
and healthcare. The region needs to attract higher-paying 
jobs such as public administration, vocational and tertiary 
education and professional services to increase the standard 
of living and lift the regions socio-economic status. 

Mandurah has a very singular traded economy that is highly 
susceptible to the State’s economic downturns. Mandurah 
needs a more diverse economy so it’s not reliant on just 
hospitality, retail and construction; the community needs 
quality jobs; it needs to attract investment; and, it needs 
new education pathways for our young people.

The Mandurah and Murray population is set to triple from 
101,000 to 312,000 residents by 2050. To achieve the State 
Employment Self Sufficiency target of 79%, 100,400 new jobs 
are needed in that time. Without significant investment from 
the public and private sectors, this will not be possible.

There is no doubt Mandurah has an enviable lifestyle thanks to 
its gorgeous natural environment, however, Mandurah holds 
limited economic opportunities for its residents. Mandurah 
has a consistently high unemployment rate compared to the 
state average (6.4% compared to 5.9% in 2019), and a third of 
all people employed and living in Mandurah work elsewhere.

Most recently, in August 2020, the Mandurah region’s unemployment 
rate was the worst in the country at a staggering 18%.  

Additionally, Mandurah has comparatively low proportion of 
high skilled, higher-paying jobs such as public administration; 
vocational and tertiary education, and professional services 
(knowledge industries and jobs). For comparison, 11.7% 
of Bunbury residential workers are in these sectors, 
16% in Rockingham and just 8.8% in Mandurah.

The Australian Bureau of Statistics’ persistently low socio-
economic index for areas (SEIFA) scores for Mandurah reflect 
the ongoing issues with job creation and quality. Low SEIFA 
scores are strongly correlated with high unemployment, low 
education levels, low-income households and a large proportion 
of household income derived from Government payments. 

City of Mandurah

Mandurah City Centre

2020 - 2030

Requesting commitment to the plan and to the relocation 
of a government agency (total project value >$150 million)

Transform 
Mandurah 
Economic 
Revitalisation Plan

Transform Mandurah 
is an ambitious 
10-year economic 
revitalisation agenda 
of four key intertwined 
projects that will be 
a game-changer for 
Mandurah and the 
broader region. With 
government support, 
this agenda aims to 
create long term, 
quality jobs, education 
pathways and a 
diverse and more 
resilient economy.
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Economy

Community

Environment

Outcomes:

• The project will create a more 
diverse and resilient economy so 
it’s not reliant on just hospitality, 
retail and construction. 

• It will create additional quality 
jobs and attract investment to 
Mandurah.

• Increased spend to local 
businesses and importantly, 
will give confidence to potential 
investors looking to capitalise on 
Mandurah’s transformation.

• The project will activate 
Mandurah’s city centre, creating 
lively spaces to connect and 
involve the local community.

• It will provide new, local education 
pathways for Mandurah’s youth. 

• As part of the City Centre 
Revitalisation an iconic waterways 
centre of excellence will be 
created in Mandurah’s city centre, 
which will be a centralised hub for 
education pathways, collaborative 
research, business activities and 
eco-tourism.

• Building Mandurah’s day-
trip destination repuation, 
Transform Mandurah will activate 
environmentally sustainable 
tourism through products, 
including trails and Aboriginal 
tourism experiences, while 
protecting the Peel-Yalgorup 
National Park future generations.

In the long run, without intervention, the cost of Government 
support for Mandurah’s population will continue to increase as 
the population increases. Consequently, government support 
for Mandurah’s community will place ongoing pressure on 
future Federal, State and Local government budgets.

Transform Mandurah will fulfil the goal of a strategic centre 
south of Perth outlined by the Perth/Peel 3.5 by creating a 
genuine administrative and commercial City Centre in the 
Peel Region. Driven by public administration, vocational and 
tertiary education and the professional services sectors, the 
Mandurah City Centre will support the estimated 444,000 
residents expected to live in the Peel region by 2050.

The Transform Mandurah solution includes:
1. Significant City Centre redevelopment including the relocation 

of a government agency and the City of Mandurah workforce. 
A lively new Civic Square with rapid transport connections, a 
pedestrian mall and retail precinct will be created.

2. New water science knowledge industry and education pathways, 
anchored by the Australian Waterways Centre of Excellence. 
Recognising the opportunities presented by the unique Peel 
Harvey Estuary system, the Centre of Excellence will become 
the vital epicentre for education opportunities as well as 
attracting a collective of researchers, academics, innovators 
and entrepreneurs gathered to capitalise on the opportunities 
presented by the agglomeration of water-based activity in the 
region. An aligned project that includes developing a proprietary 
suite of world-class waterways data, will also work to attract 
science-based activities, agribusiness and tech companies to 
Mandurah.

3. Creation of a new tourism and convention centre precinct that 
would link the Mandurah Ocean Marina to the city centre and 
include an international standard hotel and convention centre.

4. World-class Yalgorup National Park eco-tourism, including 
nature trails and campgrounds as well as Aboriginal tourism 
activities. This related and intertwined project leverages 
Mandurah’s reputation as WA’s number one day-trip destination, 
to activate environmentally sustainable tourism, while protecting 
this amazing natural asset for future generations. 
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The Peel Harvey Estuary is an iconic natural resource that drives 
the economy of Mandurah, supporting a thriving commercial and 
recreational fishery and providing a major source of tourism to the 
Peel region. In 1990 the Peel-Yalgorup Wetlands System, of which 
the Peel-Harvey Estuary is a component, was recognised under 
the Ramsar Convention as a wetland of international importance, 
in particular for the habitat it provides for migratory water birds, 
the habitat it provides for a crabs, fish and dolphins and the 
threatened species and ecological communities that it supports.

The Peel-Harvey Estuary and the lower reaches of the 
Serpentine, Murray and Harvey rivers that drain into it are in 
poor health. It has been identified as an at-risk estuary by the 
State Government of Western Australia and as such the ongoing 
health of the estuary is considered a State Government priority, 
from an economic, social and environmental perspective.

Project components include:

• $500,000 Science Advisor (3 years)
• $750,000 Restoration Projects
• $175,000 Community Engagement Co-ordinator (2 years)
• $315,000 Community Educator (4 Years)
• $185,000 Incursion and Excursions support for schools (4 years)
• $160,000 Capital Works – Tourism/Wetland informative signage

This initiative will provide:

1. Science Advisor with the expertise to lead rehabilitation and 
water quality improvement projects, and provide expert advice 
to decision-makers regarding matters of planning and policy to 
ensure alignment with Government’s objectives for the ecological 
health of the estuary (3 years).

2. Community Engagement Coordinator to inspire behaviour 
change and deliver citizen science activities, community 
engagement and event coordination, implementing priority 
recommendations from the Peel-Yalgorup Wetlands and People 
Plan (2 years with 2 years matching funding secured from the 
Australian Government);

3. Community Educator to deliver curriculum-based STEM 
activities to schools via professional development activities for 
teachers, and purpose-designed incursions and excursions to 
enable all primary school children in the Peel Region to have an 
understanding of and value the Peel-Yalgorup Ramsar site (4 
years).

 

Peel-Harvey Catchment Council

Coastal Plain, based in Mandurah

June 2021 - June 2024

Requesting $2.085 million (total project value $4.485 million)

The Science 
of Restoring 
our Estuary 

Economy

Outcomes:

• This project will create 
employment of 3x FTE.

The condition of the waterways 
creates the following on-going 
outcomes:
• $217 million in annual 

expenditure on recreational 
fishing activities.

• $40 million in annual expenditure 
on boat maintenance and 
operations in the Peel.

• $1.8 million in annual revenue 
generated through storing boats.

• Up to $1.7 million in annual catch 
from commercial fishing.

• $318.2 million in annual tourism 
expenditure spent in Mandurah.

• $2.5 million derived from the 
value of 7 commercial fishing 
licences.

• Remplan economic modelling 
indicates that 1% reduction to 
the value on key industries that 
are reliant on the waterways 
(tourism, fishing and recreation) 
over 5 years would be significant. 
Resulting in the loss of 39 jobs, 
$2.17 million in wages and a 
broader economic impact of 
-$45.6 million.

Community

Environment

• The outcomes of the restoration 
activities will include improvement 
in the amenity and recreational 
value of the Peel-Harvey Estuary 
and waterways from which the 
entire community will benefit. 
Some community members 
will also be directly engaged in 
restoration activities to improve 
the health of the Peel-Harvey 
Estuary system where they will 
gain a better appreciation of 
the values of, threats to our 
waterways.

• The integration of science 
expertise into management 
decisions and the activities 
described will help to arrest 
the decline in the health of the 
Peel-Harvey Estuary System. The 
activities will provide additional 
habitat and enhance the stocks of 
important species for recreational 
and commercial fishers.
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Leading projects to 
enhance the health 
of the Peel-Harvey 
Estuary System, 
providing expertise 
and leadership for 
the integration of 
science into the 
management of the 
system including fish 
stock and habitat 
enhancement as 
well as inspiring and 
informing community 
in behaviour change, 
citizen science, 
activities and events. 

The initiative will also provide operational 
funding for activities that will help to:

1. Arrest the decline in the health of the waterways, while 
enhancing habitat for native fish species such as black bream 
and marron. These activities will include:

• Restoration works in the Murray, Serpentine and Harvey Rivers 
to create or improve fish habitat and improve water quality;

• The stock enhancement of black bream in the Serpentine and 
Murray Rivers, continuing an existing program involving local 
school students in the aquaculture and release of black bream 
into our rivers;

• A monitoring and evaluation program to measure changes in the 
health of the estuary system and

• A campaign to capture the hearts and minds of the Peel 
community to engage in community-led restoration activities and 
promote the sustainable use of our waterways.

 
2. Capital works to implement a suite of informative signage to 

inform and inspire the community and visitors about the Peel-
Yalgorup system in line with the ‘Tourism Renewal’, further 
embedding the Peel-Yalgorup as a destination of choice for its 
natural values.

3. Enable children, particularly from vulnerable families to attend 
excursions and be actively involved in citizen science and other 
learning opportunities through financial support for transport 
and activities.

 
The Peel-Harvey Estuary is central to the economic, spiritual 
and cultural well-being of all residents on the coastal plain 
of the Peel Region. The project will particularly benefit 
those who use the waterways for recreation activities, 
tourism operators and commercial fishermen.
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The delivery of the purpose-built research infrastructure in 
strategic locations throughout the Peel-Harvey waterways 
will enable scientists and researchers to continue to study 
and monitor the condition of the Peel-Harvey waterways.

The Ramsar listed Peel-Harvey estuary and waterways are 
ecologically significant and their condition underpins significant 
economic activity through local tourism, commercial fisheries 
and expenditure on recreational activities. The waterways have 
a long history of water quality issues relating to the discharge 
of nutrients from the Swan Coastal Plain. This has resulted in 
eutrophication, manifested as algal blooms and fish kill events. 

The declining state of the waterways presents a significant risk 
for Mandurah and the Peel region. Preventing ongoing catchment 
deterioration through well-informed management and decision-
making will maintain the ecological, recreational, industrial and 
commercial benefits that are heavily reliant on the condition of the 
system and provide substantial economic benefit to the Peel region.

The project will provide a research hub in central Mandurah, with 
remote and satellite infrastructure and technology across the Peel 
Region, available to researchers, science and community to support 
and inspire co-ordinated and collaborative water science including: 

1. Central hub with shared spaces and facilities;
2. Purpose built and transportable remote laboratories and visitor 

viewing at priority locations;
4. Mobile laboratories;
5. River Health Assessment Trailers;
6. Vehicle for research access;
7. Small research boat, layup area and moorings;
8. Events trailer for use at excursions, school incursions, 

community events;
9. 10 Scholarships to help direct critical research needs; and
10. Equipment to assess the condition of the Ramsar Site and the 

effectiveness of interventions to improve water quality.

Peel-Harvey Catchment Council

Peel Region, within the Ramsar footprint

July 2021 - July 2025

Requesting $2.077 million (total project value $9.012 million)

Peel Waterways 
Research 
Infrastructure 
Project

Outcomes:

• A key outcome of the project is 
monitoring equipment to enable 
citizen science activities. Projects 
and programs include the annual 
National Shorebird Count and 
aquaculture with John Tonkin 
College to produce diet for the 
growth of juvenile black bream;

• PHCC has existing links to local 
primary schools and high schools, 
especially John Tonkin College 
who have embedded marine 
science into their curricula and 
see the establishment of a water 
research facility such as the 
WRIP as a valuable pathway for 
students; and

• The project also supports the 
outcomes of the Aboriginal Ranger 
Program to increase capacity and 
long term career options.

Community

Environment

• Improving our understanding of 
the system through data collection 
and research will inform effective 
decision-making and management 
activities to improve its condition.

Economy

The condition of the waterways 
creates the following on-going 
outcomes:
• $217 million in annual 

expenditure on recreational 
fishing activities.

• $40 million in annual expenditure 
on boat maintenance and 
operations in the Peel.

• $1.8 million in annual revenue 
generated through storing boats.

• Up to $1.7 million in annual catch 
from commercial fishing.

• $318.2 million in annual tourism 
expenditure spent in Mandurah.

• $2.5 million derived from the 
value of 7 commercial fishing 
licences.

• Remplan economic modelling 
indicates that 1% reduction to 
the value on key industries that 
are reliant on the waterways 
(tourism, fishing and recreation) 
over 5 years would be significant. 
Resulting in the loss of 39 jobs, 
$2.17 million in wages and a 
broader economic impact of 
-$45.6 million.
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The Peel-Harvey 
Catchment Council’s 
Waterways Research 
Infrastructure initiative 
will make remote and 
satellite infrastructure 
and technology 
across the Peel 
Region available to 
researchers, science 
and community 
to support and 
inspire co-ordinated 
and collaborative 
water science with 
benefits to economy, 
environment and 
community.
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There is an identified growing demand for skilled workforces and 
an increase in employment opportunities for Indigenous (Noongar) 
communities (Closing the Gap) within the Peel Region.

A major focus of a Rangers program will be to respond to Noongar 
requests to build capacity, technical skills and employment 
opportunities while increasing long term career options for Noongar 
people in land and waterways management. The program will 
include traditional knowledge sharing and building competency 
for young people to become role models and mentors within their 
communities.

Strong linkages to the Peel Waterways Research Infrastructure 
Project and opportunities through WAITOC (Western Australian 
Indigenous Tourism Operators Council), the Wirra Hub and 
Indigenous Management Solutions will increase capacity and long 
term career options.

There is an established commitment by the Peel-Harvey Catchment 
Council, Local and State Governments to support local Noongar 
Rangers, over time, to establish sustainable Noongar businesses 
to provide for the local Noongar people and their communities in 
perpetuity.

Peel-Harvey Catchment Council

Peel Region

2021 - 2025

Requesting $1.84 million

Aboriginal 
Ranger 
Program

Economy

• On-country work undertaken 
across the Peel-Region will create 
44 local jobs and add up to 
$10.864m to the local economy.

Outcomes:

A local Noongar 
Rangers Program in 
the Peel will provide 
significant benefits 
for the Noongar and 
broader community. 
Skills based training, 
ongoing employment, 
mentorship, capacity 
building and 
increased pride are 
the tip of the benefits.

Environment

• On-country works will improve the 
natural assets of the Region.
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The thrombolites at Lake Clifton are one of only two 
thrombolite communities in south Western Australia, listed 
under the EPBC Act in January 2010 as a critically endangered 
Threatened Ecological Community. Lake Clifton also supports 
a unique ecological community, including various unusual 
species of macroinvertebrates and migratory and resident 
bird species including the vulnerable hooded plover. The 
thrombolites at Lake Clifton are a significant tourist attraction 
in WA, with approximately 240,000 visitors per year.

The greatest contemporary threat to the thrombolites 
is the increasing salinity of the lake which has increased 
more than three-fold between 1985 and 2010, probably 
caused by human induced changes to the hydrology of 
the superficial aquifer and a reduction in rainfall.

The ecological character of Lake Clifton will be improved by 
increasing the understanding of the lake’s hydrological regimes 
and evaluating the condition and viability of the Thrombolite 
Threatened Ecological Community, funds for which have been 
secured from the Commonwealth Government’s Regional 
Land Partnerships Program. Setting up a pilot scale trial to 
investigate the effects of increasing flows of fresh groundwater 
to the condition of the Thrombolites is the next vital step. 
Without implementation of this activity, there is a high risk 
that Lake Clifton, including the Thrombolite Threatened 
Ecological Community, will no longer be ecologically viable.

Peel-Harvey Catchment Council

Lake Clifton

June 2022 - June 2024

Requesting $500,000

Rescuing the 
Lake Clifton 
Thrombolites

Economy

Outcomes:

• 6 FTE jobs will be created during 
the project.

• Attracts ~240,000 visitor per 
annum.

This project is a 
pilot scale trial to 
commence a rescue 
mission for the 
Thrombolites from 
the increasing salinity 
of Lake Clifton.

Environment

• Understand management options 
for the on-going health of the 
Thrombolites.
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